
Ms. Ogilvie 
                                                   HOgilv@juhsd.net 

                                  Rm. 401 
  

English 9 Enriched 
  
     Welcome to Westmoor High School and the Enriched English program. The main goals of this class are 
to strengthen your literacy skills, encourage critical thinking, and to help you become a confident and engaged 
learner.  Throughout the year, we will focus on strategies to deepen your understanding of texts and to develop 
a sophisticated and mature writing style. Most of the works we read will be literary:  poems, short stories, plays, 
and novels.  We will, however, also read expository (informational) texts such as essays, editorials, and 
newspaper articles. Be prepared to write in class on a daily basis.  Assignments will range from journal writing, 
to quick writes, to formal essays. Some assignments will be completed in class while others will require 
reflection and revision.  All of the work we do, regardless of length or complexity, is designed to help you 
become a fluent and proficient reader and writer. 
  

 The work in an enriched class is demanding and complex, requiring your attention and commitment to 
consistently working at your personal best. Be prepared to work hard and to challenge yourself as you grow 
academically and intellectually during the year.  It is essential that come to class prepared with questions, 
comments, and observations. This will make it easier for you to participate in class discussions, which are 
critical to testing and expanding your ideas. Since you will borrow the class texts from the school library, I 
suggest you purchase a supply of post - it notes to mark significant passages as you read. Set aside 30 – 45 
minutes a day to complete homework assignments and to prepare for class.  When you are given a poem or a 
short prose passage for homework, you should read it multiple times, marking passages and taking notes for 
class discussions.  A poem may be as challenging as a page of complicated mathematical equations! Avoid 
procrastinating and allow yourself ample time to complete assignments, especially formal summative 
assessments such as essays. Writing literary analysis requires time to contemplate and untangle contradictions 
and ambiguities.  Plan accordingly.  

 

Recommended supplies: 
  
Binder paper, blue/black pens, highlighters and post-it notes for annotating texts 
A binder, or a designated section, for class notes and handouts – Please keep all class handouts together for 
easy access throughout the year. 
  

Guidelines and Rules 
  
1. Arrive to class alert and ready to work with pen, paper, your warm-up notebook and required texts.  Be in 
your assigned seat when the final bell rings.   

 
2.  Complete all work in blue or black ink and write legibly.  Essays must be typed.  I reserve the right to return 
an assignment ungraded if I cannot read it.  Students are also required to submit electronic copies of all essays 
and selected assignments to Turnitin.com. 
  
Please write your first and last name, the date and period in the upper right hand corner of all assignments. 
 
3.  Late work will only be accepted if you have an excused absence. You will have one week to make up any 
work you have missed during an absence. It is your responsibility to speak to me about make-up work.  If you 
need an extension, please speak to me before the assignment is due.  I am available to speak to students before 
or after school, and during brunch. 
 



I usually am in the classroom by 7:45 and leave school at 4:30.  If you would like to send me an e-mail, please 
use the following address:  HOgilv@juhsd.net.   Keep in mind, however, that I usually do not read school e-
mails when I am off campus.   
  
4.  Please do not ask to speak to a counselor, use the restroom or leave the classroom during class unless it is an 
emergency. 
  
5.  Do not bring food or beverages to class, except for bottles of water. 
  
6.  Follow the Golden Rule.  No profanity, rude or irrelevant remarks about the class or anyone in the 
class.  Now is the time to expand your vocabulary and practice treating others with courtesy and kindness. 
  
*A special note regarding cell phones: Today’s world requires readers to switch with ease and proficiency 
between print and digital mediums. As 21st century students, you are building biliterate brains with the ability 
to absorb, process, and utilize information from both paper and electronic sources. Screens are ubiquitous; 
however, there is still value in the printed word. Reading and writing on paper helps to develop patience, 
thoughtfulness, and intellectual stamina.  That said, please use your phones and other electronic devices 
during the school day only for educational purposes and only when requested by your teachers. 
   
 

Class Texts: 
  
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
The Absolutely True Dairy of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie  
Black Boy by Richard Wright 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
  
*Titles may change depending on availability and other considerations. 
 
  

Grading Policy: 
  
Warm-Ups: 5 points 
In-class Assignments: 10-35 points 
Homework Assignments: 15-50 points 
Quizzes:  15-25 points 
Tests:  50-100 points 
Projects: 25-50 points 
Essays:  100-200 points 
  
You and your parents may monitor your grade throughout the semester by logging onto Synergy.  Please keep 
in mind that grades may change from week to week depending on the point value of assigned work. If you spot 
an error in the gradebook or have a question about an assignment, please speak to me in person during brunch 
or after school. My goal is to update the grades every two weeks.  Alas, sometimes life interferes and I fall 
behind in my grading duties! 
 
Note: In general, extra credit is not available.  Focus on the assigned work and have confidence in your ideas 
and abilities. 
  


